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Quit India Movement: a People revolution for Independence 

Dulal Acharjee 

 

The history of Independence of India is of about 200 years long history of 

movement. The British came India by name East India Company to do business, 

but, gradually they captured all administrative power of India. They started to 

collect over taxes from the poor Indians, looted all goods like Gold, diamonds, 

Gems, crops, fruits and all other valuable properties. 

At that time, India was ruled by different Kings, Land Lords and Jaminders as 

different small areas. But, there was no united committee to fight against the 

Imperialist British government. So, on 28th December of 1985, Indian National 

Congress, a political party is formed to organize the independence movement 

throughout India united. It is the first united organization in India which was 

formed in objective of achieving freedom of India. 

In 1915, 9th January, from South Africa Mahatma Gandhi sailed in Bombay city 

and joined in Congress Party to accelerate independence movement. 

Along with Gandhiji other prominent leaders were Netaji Subhas, Ballav Bhai 

Patel, Jowharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Sastri, Abul Kalam Azad and many more. 

Netaji Subhas who was younger than Mahatma Gandhi and was a hot line 

supporter of armed movement for freedom of India. On the other hand, 

Mahatma Gandhiji was the supporter of peaceful movement putting logic that we 

need to mobilize mass people on the way of peaceful movement. So, there was 

a contradiction between hot line supporters and the supporters of Gandhiji. As a 

result, in 1939 election of Congress Party, Netaji Subhas won as president of the 

Congress Party. There was theoretical confrontation with the Gandhiji and as a 

result Netaji Subhas left the Congress Party after only one year within his 

tenure. Netaji was a supporter of revolution with armed forces, so, to fulfil his 

desire he formed another political party in 1939 by name 'Forward Block' 

immediate after resigning from the Congress Party. 

After that, Netaji Subhas went Japan(who were against of British) and formed a 

new armed force by name, Indian National Army(INA), or Ajad Hind Fouj. At that 

time, it was the period of 2nd World War where ‘Japan, German and Italy’ were 

against the ‘British and the American’ group. Netaji got supports of Japan and 

German and could organize his Ajad Hind Fouj strongly and thought this armed 

fouj will enter in India and defeat the British Soldier. 

Within the country, to resist the suppression and killing of the British, Gandhiji 

organized many large people movement like: Dandi jatra-Salt satyagraha which 

was organized to get salt manufacturing rights to the hands of the people of 

India. On 8th August 1942, in the Convocation in Bombay, the Congress Party 

decided to start the movement by name 'Quit India' and passed a resolution that 
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on 9th August, 1942, at morning they would start this movement. The British 

authority feared too much thinking a people revolution was called by Gandhiji; 

so, they arrested all senior political leaders of the Congress Party by names: 

Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru and many more. This 

movement spread in different regions of India and violence was organized by the 

brave people which caused many lives of both sides. At that time, once, the 

British Prime Minister with anger chanted that Gandhi should be killed under the 

beneath of Elephant Foot. 

The British Government feared two things: (1) the internal people revolution and 

(2) The Japan and the Ajad Hind Fouj in together may attack on the British 

soldiers in India and in other colonial countries. 

On the other hand, Mohammad Ali Jinnah formed a political party by name         

'Muslim League' for organizing the Muslims for forming a new country by name 

'Pakistan'. The British used Jinnah against the Congress Party and there were 

many communal riots between the Hindus and the Muslims. When all of these 

things were happening, the British understood it would better to hand over the 

power of governance to two parties, the Congress and the Muslim League. 

In 1947 month of March, the British viceroy, Mount Batten was sent to India for 

planning and hand over the power to the leaders of the two proposed Countries, 

the India and the Pakistan. After many meetings and tabulations with the 

leaders of two political parties, 1947 on 12th August at Simla (the Summer 

capital of British India) in presence of Mount Batten, Md. Ali Jinnah, Jawaharlal 

Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi, Sarder Patel and others agreed to form two countries 

and declared that 14th August 1947 would be the independence of Pakistan and 

15th August 1947 would be the independence day of India. 

Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime Minister of independent country of 

India. This is the short history of independence of India. 
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